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1. UK Music is the collective voice of the UK’s world-leading music industry. UK Music 

represents all sectors of the music industry – bringing them together to collaborate, 

campaign and champion music. A full list of UK Music members can be found in 

Annex A. 

 

The Economic Value of Music 

 

2. Music is a key cultural and economic national asset. In 2023, the UK music sector 

contributed £7.6 billion to the economy and delivered £4.6 billion in exports. It also 

employed 216,000 people - more than the pharmaceutical, steel, and aerospace 

sectors combined.1 

 

3. Beyond being a key subsector in its own right, music plays a cross-cutting role within 

the wider creative industries, which contributed £125 billion is Gross Value Added in 

2023. In film, television, gaming, and advertising, music is indispensable, helping to 

enhance storytelling and create the immersive experiences that define these fields. 

 

4. Indeed, the Government has identified the Creative Industries as a key growth driving 

sector, as highlighted by their Creative Industries Sector Plan. The Creative Industries 

have increased output at over 1.5 times the rate of the rest of the economy in the last 

decade. 

 

The Value of University Music 

 

5. University music is an important part of this picture, serving as a vital pipeline for 

talent, innovation, and research that underpins the UK's thriving creative economy 

and global cultural influence. University music programs cultivate a diverse range of 

highly sought-after skills, both within the music industry and beyond 

 

6. The UK’s university music research is world-class. In the most recent national 

assessment of research quality, the Research Excellence Framework (REF 2021), 

music is evaluated under the category “Unit of Assessment 33” (UoA33). The 

REF2021 sub-panel report found that “World-leading research was found in 97% of 

the 64 unit submissions containing music outputs”.2 
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7. The report also went further to note: “The quality of HEI research in Music, Drama, 

Dance, Performing Arts, Film and Screen Studies is higher than ever... and laying 

claim to be amongst the best in the world”. 

 

The Threat to University Music 

 

8. Yet despite this demonstrable value, university music departments and specialist 

institutions across the UK are facing closure. The University of Kent, University of 

Wolverhampton, and Oxford Brookes University have all announced music 

department closures in the last three years.  

 

9. Academic Ian Pace has identified 18 further music departments that range from 

“moderately” to “highly vulnerable” in terms of facing closure, highlighting the scale 

of the ongoing crisis.3 

 

10. Cardiff University reversed its decision to cut its music program in May 2025, 

following significant pressure. This reversal was particularly welcomed, as the plans 

would have reduced the number of institutions in Wales offering undergraduate 

music to just four, forcing talented local young people to seek courses outside of 

Wales. 

 

11. The precarious situation facing university music departments is impacted by funding 

changes. In 2021, the Department for Education cut grants to help deliver courses 

like music by 50%, with funding further frozen in 2024. This ongoing financial 

pressure, exacerbated by frozen student fees, threatens the viability of music courses 

and poses a major blow to academic institutions, educators, and the broader creative 

industries. 

 

12. The current trajectory of university music department closures is unsustainable. 

While universities face legitimate financial pressures, cutting music programs is not 

the answer to insolvency threats. Instead, this approach directly undermines a vital 

pipeline of talent, innovation, and research that contributes significantly to the UK's 

economy and global cultural influence.  

 

13. Reversing these detrimental arts course grant cuts is essential to safeguard 

these courses and ensure their continued contribution to the UK's creative 

future.  

 

 

 

 



3 
 

Annex A – UK Music Membership 

 

UK Music’s membership includes:  

AIM - Association of Independent Music – The trade body for the independent 

music sector and community which make up a third of the UK’s recorded music 

market alone. Representing 1000+ independent record labels and associated 

businesses, AIM’s members range from globally recognised brands to the next 

generation of British music entrepreneurs.  

BPI - The British Phonographic Industry – The representative voice of the UK’s 

recorded music sector. Its membership consists of approximately 500 music 

companies, ranging from hundreds of SME independent labels to the major global 

record companies Sony Music Entertainment UK, Universal Music UK and Warner 

Music UK. BPI owns and organises the BRIT Awards and the Mercury Prize, 

administers the Music Export Growth Scheme (MEGS) and co-owns the UK’s Official 

Charts Company.  

FAC – The Featured Artists Coalition - FAC is the UK trade body representing the 

specific rights and interests of music artists. We are a not-for-profit organisation, 

serving a diverse, global membership of creators at all stages of their careers. The 

FAC is formed by artists, for artists, and we place this ethos at the centre of all we do. 

We are an inclusive community that advocates, educates, collaborates and 

researches on behalf of artists, coming together to provide a strong, collective voice 

within the industry and to governments domestically and abroad.   

The Ivors Academy - The Ivors Academy is the UK’s not-for-profit professional 

association exclusively for songwriters and composers. They equip their members 

with the skills and connections they need to succeed through education and 

networking events. The Ivors Academy also advocates for the rights of songwriters 

and composers to ensure they are fairly compensated for their work. As a 

community, they recognise excellence in songwriting and composing by judging and 

presenting the prestigious Ivor Novello Awards.  

MMF – Music Managers Forum - Representing over 1000 UK managers of artists, 

songwriters and producers across the music industry with global businesses.  

MPG - Music Producers Guild - Representing and promoting the interests of all 

those involved in the production of recorded music – including recording studios, 

producers, engineers, mixers, remixers, programmers and mastering engineers.  

MPA - Music Publishers Association - The representative voice of the UK’s music 

publishing sector. Membership includes over 95% of the country's major and 

independent music publishers and close to 4,000 catalogues across all genres of 

music.  



4 
 

MU - Musicians’ Union - Representing over 32,000 musicians from all genres, both 

featured and non-featured.  

PPL - licenses recorded music in the UK when it is played in public or broadcast and 

ensures that revenue flows back to our members. These include independent and 

major record companies, together with performers ranging from emerging musicians 

to globally renowned artists. In 2021 we collected £252.8 million while also 

distributing money to 147,000 performers and recording rightsholders.  

PRS for Music - Here for music since 1914, PRS for Music is a world-leading music 

collective management organisation representing the rights of over 175,000 talented 

songwriters, composers and music publishers. Redefining the global standard for 

music royalties, PRS for Music ensures its members are paid whenever their musical 

compositions and songs are streamed, downloaded, broadcast, performed and 

played in public.  In 2023, PRS for Music paid out £943.6m in royalties and collected 

a record £1.08 billion in revenues.   
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