DAVID WARBURTON MP

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP
Prime Minister
10 Downing Street

London
SWI1A 2AA

3" November 2021

At a meeting of the APPG on Music that [ chaired last week, it was made clear to me that while clari-
fications issued by the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport confirming the general prin-
cipal of visa free working in 20 EU countries were welcome, there are still barriers and not enough
clarity for musicians looking to tour the EU, particularly emerging artists.

You will of course be familiar with the economic value the Music Industry brings to our economy and
the cultural value the Music Industry brings to the UK as a whole. This is why I believe you have

made a pledge in March to ‘fix’ this issue.

[ am therefore writing to you to ask that you take urgent steps on three levels:

i) Practical unilateral steps to improve the situation, like creating a bespoke music export
office to support UK artist looking to play abroad?

i) Intensify bilateral negotiations with states like Spain that bar work permits free touring?

iii) Look to forge an EU level agreement exempting cultural tours from the red tape designed

to cover other areas of activity like haulage and formal immigration?

Or I would be most delighted if you could meet with me and the APPG to discuss these issues and po-
tential solutions?

I very much lg.@(forward to hearing from you.
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